
T H E  A P A R T H E I D  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A ;
T H E  R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  L A W ,  J U S T I C E ,  A N D  V I O L E N C E

S C 3 0 6 2  -  S H A N N O N  M E L S



Colonization (1652)
Early segregation laws
Apartheid formalized in 1948 by the National Party
Segregation, forced removals, denied citizenship
Resistance by African National Congress, Mandela, and
more
1994: Democracy, Mandela elected

I N T R O D U C T I O N ;  
H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  A P A R T H E I D
I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A

E k o r ,  2 0 2 1
C a w t h r a ,  2 0 1 5



L E G A L I Z E D  I N J U S T I C E ;
M A X  W E B E R

Rational Legal Framework: Bureaucracy and
systematic laws
Population Registration Act, Group Areas Act
Rational, but morally unjust

W e b e r ,  1 9 2 2
L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7



L E G A L I Z E D  I N J U S T I C E ;
P I E R R E  B O U R D I E U

Symbolic Capital: Law legitimized authority
Habitus: Social norms reinforced racism
Symbolic Violence: Inequality internalized
through apartheid laws

B o u r d i e u ,  1 9 8 7
L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7



Law sustains capitalism and protects ruling
class
Apartheid laws (bourgeois law) exploited
Black South Africans:
Bantu Education Act 
Employment Control Act

L E G A L I Z E D
I N J U S T I C E ;  
K A R L  M A R X

M c L e l l a n ,  1 9 7 7
L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7



R E I N F O R C E M E N T  O F  T H E
A P A R T H E I D  L A W S
T H R O U G H  V I O L E N C E ;
J A C Q U E S  D E R R I D A

Mythic Violence: Founding violence in
colonialism, segregation, etc.
Conserving Violence: Police brutality,
massacres, etc.

D e r r i d a ,  1 9 8 9
B e n j a m i n ,  1 9 9 6

L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7



R E I N F O R C E M E N T  O F
A P A R T H E I D  L A W S
T H R O U G H  V I O L E N C E ;
M I C H E L  F O U C A U L T

‘Invisible’ violence
Labelling of races
Self-surveillance in Pass Laws 
Governmentality to enforce apartheid

F o u c a u l t ,  1 9 7 7
L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7



Dominant nomos of white supremacy
Counter-narratives by resistance of ANC,
PAC

R E S I S T A N C E
A G A I N S T  I N J U S T I C E ;
R O B E R T  C O V E R

C o v e r ,  1 9 8 3
L a n d i s ,  1 9 5 7
H i n d s ,  1 9 8 5



R E S I S T A N C E  A G A I N S T
I N J U S T I C E ;  
H A N N A H  A R E N D T

"The Right to Have Rights"
Restored citizenship in 1994
Democracy and equality for all South Africans

H a b e r m a s ;  M c C a r t h y ,  1 9 7 7
C a w t h r a ,  2 0 1 5
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